
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Three: Jesus’ Final Southern Ministry 
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


Matthew 19:1-9; 19:16-30; Luke 10:25-37; 15:1-7; 19:1-9; John 10:11-14; 11:32-44
W
hen Jesus left Galilee after His second public ministry, He would not return again until after His death. His last months before the cross were spent in Judea and Perea. This lasted about six months from the “Feast of Tabernacles” (John 7:2) until the “Feast of Passover” (Mark 14:1) during which He died. 

Jesus’ final ministry was characterized more by powerful teaching than by signs. However, two which He performed were among His most spectacular. He healed a man who had been born blind (John 9:1-41) and raised Lazarus from the dead (see below).


Among the powerful lessons which He taught were numerous parables. He taught about a Samaritan who showed compassion to a hurt traveler when a priest and a Levite ignored him  (Luke 10:25-37). He described Himself as the “Good Shepherd” whose sheep must follow Him and who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:1-39). He taught a rich ruler where man’s love must truly lie (Matt. 19:16-30), and led a tax collector to repentance (Luke 19:1-9).  He taught three parables about things which were lost (a sheep, a coin, and a son) and the joy felt when they were found (Luke 15:1-32). With this He demonstrated God’s joy over a soul who returns to Him and the blessings that come from repentance.   

When Jesus was questioned about divorce, He laid down one of the most challenging of all of His teachings. Unlike the world of His day and modern times, where men and women divorce and remarry on a whim, Jesus taught that marriage was to last for life. Jesus declared, “whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery” (Matt. 19:9). As God would have it, when a man and woman who are free to marry pledge themselves to one another, they are God-joined for life. The only cause by which the innocent may put away the guilty and remarry is fornication. Those put away, or who divorce for another cause have no right to remarry. 

Jesus developed a very close relationship with a family in Bethany of two sisters, Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus (John 11:1; Luke 10:38). He stayed in their home and taught the people from their house. On one occasion during His final ministry, while some distance from Bethany Jesus was told that Lazarus was sick. Upon hearing this, He stayed two more days where He was, during which Lazarus died (John 11:6). Jesus did this deliberately to show His power. When He arrived in Bethany, He raised Lazarus from the dead even though he had been dead in a tomb for four days. When some of the Jewish leaders learned about this they sought to kill Lazarus, so that this would not cause others to follow Jesus (John 11:1-12:11). How foolish it was that rather than accepting Jesus, they sought to discourage belief in Him! This hatred of Jesus would lead them ultimately to crucify Him. 
[image: image2.png]



	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	33
	Jeremiah  22-26
	Jeremiah  27-31
	Jeremiah 32-36
	Jeremiah 37-41
	Jeremiah 42-46
	Jeremiah 47-52
	Lamentations


Study Questions
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1.  Why did the disciples think that the man had been born blind (John 9:2-3)?


What did Jesus say was the reason?

2.  What did Jesus say His sheep do (John 10:27)?


How may we do this?


3.  What did Jesus tell the man seeking eternal life to do (Matt. 19:21-22)?


What did he do and why?

4.  How did the older brother react in the parable of the lost son (Luke 15:25-32)?


What might this illustrate?



5.  In Mark’s account of Jesus’ teaching on divorce, he does not mention the exception for sexual immorality (Mark 10:1-12). What does this indicate about Jesus’ emphasis? 
6.  According to Matthew 19:6, how is God involved in the marriage covenant?


If two people have not right to marry is God involved in the same way?

7.  Does the parable of the dragnet show that all people will be saved (13:47-52)?



Does it show that someone who obeys the gospel is saved regardless of how they live?


Why or why not?

8.  What did Jesus say would result from Lazarus’ sickness (John 11:4)?


9.  How did Jesus describe Lazarus death (John 11:11-14)?



Did the disciples understand this?




Key Passage: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?’” (John 11:25-26, NKJV).
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